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Course DesCription

This course is an intensive exploration toward understanding the fundamental principals in 

communication design. We will be combining theory and practice via studio lectures, hands-on 

demonstrations, readings, media explorations, discussions, and critiques. Students will explore 

the nature of  visual communication by utilizing the primary principles of  design with gradual 

expansion on these principles through assigned exercises and projects.

You will be engaged foremost as a visual problem solver, emphasizing the process of  design 

through research, hand-sketching, and later in the semester a greater focus on solving visual 

communication problems through digital design practices. This course will emphasize the use 

of  technology and media as a means to communicate ideas. In this course you will work with 

the following software—illustrator, photoshop, dreamweaver and after effects as well as coding 

languages such as html and css. Keep in mind these programs are tools to help you realize 

ideas, not the primary focus of  the class. 

This course will introduce you to graphic design and its basic elements, provide you with some 

“real-world” communication problems to solve,  introduce you to a wide variety of  tools to 

help you communicate effectively, and provide a positive critical atmosphere to facilitate aes-

thetic appreciation of  good design and effective communication. 

Projects are geared to applying and exploring the possibilities inherent in the theoretical prin-

cipals introduced; they allow you to focus on meaning, aesthetics and functionality in graphic 

design. Conceptual development, verbal articulation of  visual solutions, research, production, 

and visual, verbal and written presentation skills are all essential to this course.

prerequisites

Completion of  your foundations coursework, most notably 1531 4D Design (formerly Intro to 

Digital Art & Design).

requireD textbook

Graphic Design: The New Basics by Ellen Lupton &  Jennifer Cole Phillips

Princeton Architectural Press, 2008. 

Readings from required texts and supplemental materials will be assigned. Discussion will fol-

low these readings to clarify, pose questions, and ensure understanding for the material which 

relate to the discussion of  Design Media. A written response to the material may frequently be 

a part of  the reading assignment.

Kelly Sandoval

Faculty

Communication Design

sandokel@msudenver.edu 

sandokel@gmail.com

Office Hours: 

No official office hours. If you need 

assistance outside of class please 

reach out to me before or after 

class.
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reCommenDeD texts

How to be a Graphic Designer Without Loosing Your Soul, Adrian Shaughnessy

Graphic Design Thinking, Ellen Lupton

AIGA: Professional Practices in Graphic Design, ed. Tad Crawford

Graphic Designer's Guide to Portfolio Design, Debbie Rose Myers

requireD materials

It is highly recommended that you own your own computer, applicable software (CS5.5) and 

printer. You will be producing digital representations of  your work. This will require you invest 

in paper and printing for assignments. Your respective classrooms offer limited printing capabili-

ties for proofing and project development. Consider purchasing a Communication Design Ink 

Voucher to aide in your higher-end printing needs for final assignments. Other production materi-

als will be self  determined. The expectation here is that the student be responsible for purchases as 

he/she sees fit for the project. 

expeCtations & Work loaD

During the first half  of  the semeste you will be assigned 5 in-class exercises that will be graded 

on credit or no credit basis. The goal of  these exercises is to build a specific skill that will be 

necessary to complete the assigned project. Most exercises will be completed in class, however 

there will be times when you will need to complete the exercise outside of  class. 

The basic structure of  this course will revolve around 5 assigned studio projects. Approximately 

one-quarter of  the class will be spent in lecture and class discussion; the remainder of  the class will 

be spent in critique of  student work. Therefore it is very important that all students engage them-

selves in a discourse of  the work at hand. In turn, I will give each of  you conscientious feedback on 

as much of  your work as is possible. All students should be prepared to spend a significant amount 

of  time outside of  class time for research, process, and final production of  assigned projects. 

Students are expected to think creatively and critically as well as participate thoughtfully in class. 

As a good portion of  this class is based in critique of  student work, it is expected that all students 

will participate in this dialogue so that we may all benefit from the feedback. All comments are 

expected to be constructive and honest. It is the group dynamic that will inform and educate our 

individual projects. Be open to the critique process as your lack of  participation will impact your 

final grade.

eValuation

15% Exercises 1-4

10% Midterm

5% Reading + Participation

Projects

10% Project 1: Jack + Jill

10% Project 2: Design Era

15% Project 3: Social Design

15% Project 3B: Web Design

20% Project 4: Kinetic Typog-

raphy
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bloGGinG

Each student is required to create an individual blog (No tumblr blogs). I will link your blog to 

the main course blog. Your blog will be used to post interesting links, relevant articles, current 

events, as well as your reading responses that correspond with the required readings. You will 

also post your 250 word design event papers (see required activities). Feel free to post as much 

as you want and comment on anyone else’s blog. Your blog participation will count for a por-

tion of  your grade.

Class preparation

Students are to arrive to class on time and be prepared for work with the requested supplies/

materials/assignments. Lack of  preparation on a continual basis will affect your final grade. 

Class preparation is essential to receiving feedback on one’s work. When assigned work is due 

for critique and you have not finished the assignment, do not present it. This work is consid-

ered incomplete and will not be reviewed by the group as the thoughts/visualization will be 

incomplete.

If  you happen to miss a class or lecture, please make arrangements with a fellow student who 

can either take notes for you and/or get the required handouts, etc. While faculty will be 

happy to clarify information for students who are confused, instructors cannot repeat lectures 

or elaborate project descriptions on an individual basis. Students should make every attempt to 

obtain general information from classmates before discussing details with faculty.

attenDanCe poliCy

Consistent with college practice, students are expected to attend all sessions of  courses for 

which they are registered. Each instructor determines when a student’s absences have reached 

a point at which jeopardizes success in a course. Only three absences will be allowed. The fourth 

absence will lower your final semester grade by one letter grade. The fifth absence will lower your grade by two 

letter grades and so on. 

Tardiness is defined as being ten minutes late for class or departing before class has been 

formally dismissed by the professor. Three tardies will be counted as one absence. Tardiness that exceeds 

one hour will be counted as an absence. If  you are late it is your responsibility after that class period 

to make sure the professor has you added to the roll. Students should be informed that the 

allotted absences are to accommodate routine illness, weddings, car troubles, etc. Doctor ap-

pointments, advisor conferences, trips to supply stores and labs, employment, etc. should not 

be scheduled to conflict with class. Faculty cannot be placed in the position of  determining 

which absences are excusable and which are not. All students are expected to attend class on a 

regular basis. Prolonged illness should be verified by a physician and may require the student 

to withdraw from class if  he or she cannot complete work in a comprehensible and timely 
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manner.

plaGiarism

Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Plagiarism is the copying of  existing artwork or designs. 

Working from photographs or other imagery is allowed and is sometimes necessary for the 

production of  illustrations and layouts, however an attempt must be made to adapt and alter 

the image so as not to merely duplicate someone else’s artwork in another medium or form. 

Do not take the ideas someone else has worked hard to create. Failure to abide by this rule will 

result in failing the course and could result in expulsion from the college.

Final grades are the result of three areas of evaluation:  

Professionalism, Process and Realization. 

Professionalism: Your grade in the area of  professionalism will focus on issues of  attendance, 

preparation, deadlines, critique participation, personal attitude and articulation - the ability 

to speak and write clearly about ideas/concepts presented in class. While attendance and class 

preparation appear to be related most directly to Professionalism they also indirectly affect 

other areas of  evaluation.

Process: Faculty rely on classroom observation in evaluating a student’s process (in addition to 

process journals and other physical documents). Process evaluation will focus generally on how 

thoroughly the student pushes visual exploration and concept research through such processes 

as sketching/thumbnails and creative/thoughtful writing. Students who attend class, make 

visible their process investigations (through sketch or when appropriate computer generated 

concepts) and are prepared for the scheduled activities/discussions, reveal valuable informa-

tion about their performance that may not be evident in the portfolio or process journal. In the 

absence of  such information, faculty must resort to an unsatisfactory rating in evaluating the 

student’s process. 

Realization: The final evaluation of  work (realization) involves more than totaling the grades 

on individual projects and/or determining that all assignments have been completed. Faculty 

assess student’s abilities in realizing concepts and controlling the visual elements of  communi-

cation throughout the semester. This includes such issues as craftsmanship and the improve-

ment and progressive mastery of  increasingly complex material are evaluated. 

Students who miss lectures, project explanations, and class discussions may be able to 

complete projects within deadlines but rarely demonstrate the understanding of  students 

who attend regularly. Since faculty organize courses of  study so the projects build upon one 
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another, students who miss information or fail to understand early projects are at a disadvan-

tage throughout the semester. All projects and exercises are due on the day and time given, 

always at the beginning of  class unless otherwise noted. A late accommodation is given only 

with the understanding that emergencies and unforeseen circumstances occasionally arise. In 

this course “C” work or average work is considered that which just satisfies the terms of  the 

course. “A” work on the other hand, clearly takes the assignment to another level, pushing the 

boundaries of  the project and that of  your own personal limits. What this translates to is a 

willingness to take risks and experiment. Please use this classroom opportunity to try out new 

ideas, processes etc. Push yourself. This type of  seriousness of  investigation and pushing of  

one’s ideas will reap the benefit of  a higher grade. (Please note: if  you decide for any reason 

not to finish this course, you must drop the course through administrative procedures. See the 

Schedule of  Classes for further policy clarification.) 
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Outside ResOuRces: 

Recommended publications

Graphis : Print : Communication Arts : Eye : Critique : CMYK : How : I.D.

Recommended memberships

FLD Future Leaders of  Design (MSCD Student AIGA chapter)

ADCD Art Director’s Club of  Denver (student chapter): www.adcd.com

Metro Chapter of  AIGA (All seniors should join this group): www.aigacolorado.org

Local supply stores

Meiniger’s  499 Broadway        (303) 698.3838

Guiry’s Art & Graphics 2245 Market  292.0444

   2468 S. Colorado  758.8244

   8170 S. University  770.2572

Local paper stores

Lewis Paper Place 1820 W12 Place  573.9444

Unisource  12601 E38 Ave  371.4260

xpedx   5290 Vance, Arvada 940.6160

   106 S Santa Fe  777.6688

Local bookbinders

Denver Bookbinding 2715 17th Street  455.5521

Dolan Bookbinding 51 W. Alameada  777.7337

Fine Bookbinder  605 S Jersey  377.2382

Local production & output services

Digital Output

Clicks   Auraria Tivoli  556.3782

Turbo Press  100 Lipan St  534-4411

Denver Business Center 3140 S. Peoria ST., Suite K 745-7948

   8200 S. Quebec St., Suite A3 770-5800

Signal Graphics  848 Broadway  837.1331

   303 16th Street #12 825.0055

Alpha Graphics  1050 17th Street  820-2679

   1140 S Colorado Blvd 691-0626

Screen Printing

TOSA (6 wk workshops)  1644 Platte Street  561-3000

INDYINK  84 South Broadway  (720) 937-9722

Super Screen Print 238 Santa Fe Drive  308-9099

Wide Format

Eye Candy  2244 Broadway  295-2270

Qube    1247 Santa Fe Dr  605-6100

WeB:

Stock Photography

www.veer.com

www.gettyimages.com

www.corbis.com

www.istockphoto.com

Printers:

www.lulu.com

www.blurb.com

www.vistaprint.com

www.postcardpress.com

www.48HourPrint.com

www.ondemandprinting.com

www.printondemand.com

www.shortrunondemandprinting.com

www.oneinchround.com

www.buttonsonline.com

United States Postal Service

www.usps.gov

Misc.

www.creativehotlist.com

www.designersdiscountstore.com

www.craigslist.com

www.canpo.org



Professor Lisa Abendroth

E-Mail: abendrot@mscd.edu

Office Tel: 303.556.3140

Office Hours: forth coming

   Communication Design

   CDES 2222:  SPRING 2013

Design MeDia

http://designmediamsu2013.wordpress.com/      <-------Bookmark the course blog

requireD aCtiVities

Participation in at least two design related events will be required.  

A written response to the lecture or presentation may be a part of  the assignment.

All students are expected to attend two events during this semester. They are not limited only to 

ADCD or AIGA as above. I will do my best to keep everyone appraised of  upcoming activities 

of  value. Such things may include lectures, presentations, studio tours, events of  special interest, 

shows or exhibits associated with the broad field of  design, etc. If  you find an event of  interest 

and are concerned if  it would apply to this requirement please discuss it with me prior to attend-

ing. Note that this assignment is retroactive through the first week of  classes (i.e. if  you attended 

something right at the beginning of  the semester, you may apply it to this assignment). As this 

activity will count for 5% of  your final grade. It is important that the following be completed:

1. A 250 word overview/report of  the event attended. Include the date and place. Include aspects 

which were of  specific interest to you and include anything which you may have earned as a 

result of  the event. Be clear in your writing and overall communication.

2. Include any documentation from the event like a promotional card, etc., (if  available).  

This aspect will not affect your grade, it only serves to help inform me of  activities in the  

community of  value.

Both event papers are due on the last day of  class & need to be 

posted to your course blog.
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Student Name  ______________________________________________________________

student expectations

What are your specific goals related to this course?

What do you see as your strengths relative to the field of  design?

What interests you about communication design?

What is your experience in working with typography?

Do you own your own computer? Is it a laptop?

Where do you see yourself  after graduation?

What area within the field of  art and design are you most interested in pursuing after gradu-

ation (studio art, mfa, print, packaging, advertising, corporate graphics, publication or book 

design, dimensional aspects of  design, typeface design, web-based and interactive)?
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Vital statistic sheet

Please fill out the following information. This information will be held in the utmost confidence 

and will be used solely for my information - for this course only, in cases where I may need to 

contact you or for any special circumstances which I may need to be aware of.

Please clearly print

First and last name: __________________________________________________________

A name/nickname other than above which you prefer: ____________________________

Mailing address: _____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Contact information:  

Tel: __________________________         E-Mail: __________________________________

Best time of  the day to contact you: _______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Are there any special circumstances that I need to be aware of, anything which may affect your 

ability to perform in this course. . .  such as any physical limitations, personal limitations (like 

child care issues which may frequently delay you in getting to class), etc.

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

student commitment

Having read the course syllabus you have been made aware of  the importance of  responsible 

attendance, class preparation, etc. Please fill out the requested information and sign below 

acknowledging that you fully understand what you have read.

I ________________________________________ have read the syllabus for the course 

CDES 2222 and understand the requirements as stated therein.

Signature _______________________________________

Date _______________________________________


