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PROJECT 1: JACK & JILL with the FOOL ON THE HILL

Reinterpret and create visual metaphors. This project asks you to reinterpret the nursery 

rhyme Jack and Jill or the song lyrics Fool on the Hill by the Beatles by using the dingbats on 

the downloadable pdf  (you can access from course blog). These marks, symbols and picto-

grams can be used individually or combined to develop a visual metaphor. 

This assignment helps to develop a visual vocabulary within the parameters of  a given set of  

images, allowing you to discover and problem solve through the infinite possibilities that exist 

in what might seem like a limited language. This project also allows you to respond creatively 

to a timeworn nursery rhyme or pop song.  

Begin by doing 5 thumbnails for each line of  the nursery rhyme or lyric line. (30 total thumb-

nails) You will eventually present 6 cohesive squares, each corresponding with one of  the lines.

I encourage you to visually tell the story with meaningful graphic statements. You do not have 

to be too literal or safe. This gives meaning to the design process and may lead you to a more 

successful outcome as a visual communicator. Push yourself  to be original in your solution.

Parameters
Create 6 visual equivalents for each line. These marks, symbols and pictograms can be used 

individually or combined to develop a visual metaphor. Feel free to play with scale  Execute 

your solutions in black, white, and gray only.

You will be assigned to reinterpret one of  the following verse.

JACK & JILL    FOOL ON THE HILL
1. jack and jill    1. day after day, alone on the hill

2. went up the hill      2. the man with the foolish grin is keeping perfectly still,

3. to fetch a pail of  water   3. but nobody wants to know him

4. jack fell down    4. they can see that he’s just a fool,

5. and broke his crown   5. and he never gives an answer,

6. and jill came tumbling after   6. But the fool on the hill

Assigned: Thursday, Jan. 31
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Things to think about:

The dynamics of  composition, scale relative to the given framal reference, cropping, intersect-

ing and overlapping of  images. A primary concern is the investigation of  negative–positive 

relationships, which distinguish an image’s surface design from its illusory space. The move-

ment from the picture plane to illusory space and vice versa, if  executed with sensitivity, can 

have power to attract and hold the viewer’s attention. Since this is a sequential visual theme, 

the movement from one frame to the next is an important design consideration.

Final size:

6– 7"x7" compositions on white card stock mounted on black board with no margin. Neatness 

counts!

Presentation:

For the final critique, mount your 6 - 7" x7" squares on a 9" x 9"  black/matte board giving a 

2” border around the outside trim. 

* Make sure to turn in your sketches and overall process with your mounted work on day of  final critique.

Materials:

pencil, black felt marker, metal ruler, x-acto/blades, tracing paper/sketch paper

spray adhesive, blackboard


